Junipers
Public Description
At Brookstone Outdoors, our "Juniper Trees" category highlights a select group of evergreen trees from the juniper family, celebrated for their striking forms, year-round greenery, and exceptional resilience. These trees, distinct from low-growing juniper shrubs or groundcovers, bring vertical structure, privacy, and rugged beauty to your landscape, making them a perfect choice for creating lasting, low-maintenance outdoor spaces.
Why Choose Juniper Trees:
· Year-Round Elegance: Juniper trees, with their needle-like or scale-like foliage, maintain vibrant green, blue, or golden hues throughout the year, ensuring your landscape remains attractive in every season. Their unique textures and shapes add a timeless, natural charm.
· Durability and Low Maintenance: Renowned for their hardiness, juniper trees are drought-tolerant, thrive in various soil types, and resist pests, making them ideal for challenging climates or low-care landscapes.
· Privacy and Screening: Their dense growth and upright forms, such as the iconic Skyrocket or Blue Arrow varieties, make juniper trees excellent for creating natural privacy screens, windbreaks, or noise barriers, enhancing the tranquility of your outdoor space.
· Ecological Benefits: Juniper trees support local wildlife by providing shelter and food (via berries), stabilize soil to prevent erosion, and require minimal water or fertilizer once established, promoting sustainable landscaping.
Our Selection Process: We source our juniper trees from trusted growers, ensuring they are healthy, vigorous, and well-suited to your local climate, soil, and sunlight conditions. Our selection includes:
· Columnar Junipers: Tall, narrow varieties like Skyrocket or Wichita Blue for dramatic vertical accents or tight spaces.
· Pyramidal Junipers: Trees like Eastern Red Cedar or Blue Point with broader, conical shapes for bold focal points or screening.
· Native Junipers: Species such as Rocky Mountain Juniper to enhance local ecosystems and ensure adaptability.
· Color Variations: Unique options like blue-toned Spartan or golden-tipped varieties for added visual interest.
Applications in Your Landscape:
· Focal Points: Plant a single juniper tree as a striking centerpiece in a lawn or near an entryway to draw the eye.
· Privacy Hedges: Arrange columnar junipers in rows to form dense, evergreen barriers for privacy or wind protection.
· Windbreaks: Use taller junipers to shield your property from harsh winds, reducing energy costs and protecting other plants.
· Accent Plantings: Pair juniper trees with perennials or ornamental grasses to create textured, balanced designs in mixed borders.
Care and Support: At Brookstone Outdoors, we ensure your juniper trees thrive with expert planting and care guidance. We advise on site selection, favoring well-draining soil and full sun, and provide planting techniques to establish strong roots. Our team offers tips on minimal pruning to maintain shape, watering during the establishment phase, and pest management for issues like spider mites or bagworms. Juniper trees are naturally low-maintenance, and we recommend hardy varieties that flourish with little effort, ensuring long-term success.With Brookstone Outdoors, juniper trees transform your landscape into a resilient, year-round masterpiece that blends beauty, functionality, and sustainability. Whether you’re seeking a towering privacy screen, a sculptural accent, or an eco-friendly addition, our carefully curated juniper trees deliver enduring charm and ecological value, making your outdoor space a timeless sanctuary.


Teammate Instructions

Team, here’s how we manage our "Juniper Trees" category to ensure these resilient, evergreen trees thrive and enhance our clients’ landscapes with lasting beauty and functionality:
Selection:
· Site-Specific Choices: Select juniper trees based on the client’s site conditions—full sun (preferred for most junipers), well-draining soil, and local climate. Choose native or region-adapted varieties (e.g., Rocky Mountain Juniper, Eastern Red Cedar) for resilience and ecological benefits.
· Health Inspection: Before purchasing or planting, inspect trees for healthy needles or scale-like foliage, strong trunks, and robust root systems. Check for signs of pests (e.g., spider mites, bagworms), diseases (e.g., cedar-apple rust), or stress (e.g., browning foliage).
Handling and Transport:
· Careful Handling: Handle juniper trees carefully to avoid damaging branches, needles, or roots. Secure balled-and-burlapped (B&B), containerized, or bare-root trees during transport to prevent tipping or root exposure.
· Storage: If planting is delayed, store in a shaded, cool area, keeping roots moist (cover B&B or bare roots with mulch or burlap). Water containerized junipers to prevent drying out.
Planting:
· Site Preparation: Clear the area of weeds, rocks, and debris. Test soil and amend with compost if needed, but ensure excellent drainage, as junipers are prone to root rot in waterlogged conditions.
· Hole Size: Dig holes 2-3 times wider than the root ball but no deeper to encourage lateral root growth. Slope the sides of the hole for easier root penetration.
· Planting Depth: Plant at the same depth as in the nursery, ensuring the root flare (where trunk meets roots) is at or slightly above soil level. For B&B trees, remove burlap and wire baskets partially or fully once positioned.
· Spacing: Space according to mature size (e.g., 6-10 feet for columnar varieties like Skyrocket, 10-20 feet for broader types like Blue Point) to prevent overcrowding and ensure air circulation.
Post-Planting Care:
· Watering: Water thoroughly after planting to settle soil and eliminate air pockets. Provide 1-2 inches of water weekly for the first season, using slow, deep watering to reach roots. Once established, junipers are drought-tolerant but benefit from occasional deep watering in dry spells.
· Mulching: Apply a 2-4 inch layer of organic mulch (e.g., wood chips, pine bark) in a wide ring around the tree, keeping it 2-3 inches from the trunk to prevent rot. Mulch retains moisture and regulates soil temperature.
· Fertilization: Avoid fertilizing at planting to prevent root burn. Apply a balanced, slow-release fertilizer in the second spring if growth is slow, based on soil test results. Junipers typically need minimal feeding.
Maintenance:
· Pruning: Prune minimally at planting to remove damaged or crossing branches. Perform light shaping in late winter or early spring to maintain form, avoiding heavy pruning to preserve natural shape. For columnar junipers, trim tips to control height if needed.
· Pest and Disease Monitoring: Check for pests (e.g., spider mites, bagworms) and diseases (e.g., cedar-apple rust, twig blight). Use Integrated Pest Management (IPM), prioritizing cultural controls like improving air circulation or removing infected debris over chemical treatments.
· Winter Care: Ensure adequate watering in late fall to prevent winter desiccation. Protect young junipers from sunscald or windburn in cold climates with burlap wraps or anti-desiccant sprays.
Special Considerations:
· Drainage Sensitivity: Avoid planting in heavy clay or poorly drained soils, as junipers are highly susceptible to root rot. Test drainage before planting.
· Air Circulation: Space junipers to allow airflow, reducing fungal disease risk, especially in humid climates.
· Berries: Note that some junipers produce berries (cones) that attract wildlife but may be toxic to humans or pets. Inform clients if relevant.
Client Education:
· Care Instructions: Provide clients with tailored care guides, including watering, minimal pruning, and seasonal maintenance specific to their juniper trees.
· Expectations: Explain that junipers may take 2-3 seasons to fully establish but will provide year-round beauty with low upkeep. Share mature size and growth rate.
· Troubleshooting: Teach clients to recognize stress signs (e.g., browning needles, sparse growth) and remedies like adjusting watering, improving drainage, or consulting for pest issues.
Documentation:
· Tree Records: Document species, varieties, quantities, planting locations, and dates for each project. Include care notes and mature size for maintenance or warranty purposes.
· Photos: Take before-and-after photos to showcase the installation and for client records.
Post-Installation:
· Inspection: Check junipers 1-2 weeks after planting for signs of stress (e.g., needle drop, browning). Address issues with additional watering, mulching, or corrective measures.
· Client Walkthrough: Review the installation with the client, explaining care routines, seasonal tasks (e.g., winter watering), and answering questions to ensure confidence in maintaining their juniper trees.
At Brookstone Outdoors, our goal is to install juniper trees that create resilient, year-round landscapes with enduring beauty. Every juniper we plant should reflect our commitment to quality, sustainability, and client satisfaction. Let’s ensure precision and care in every step to deliver thriving, elegant juniper trees!

